
61ST LEGISLATURE-REGULAR SESSION

EAST TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY-TRANSFER
OF CONTROL

CHAPTER 23 47

H. B. No. 242

An Act transferring control and management of East Texas State University
from the Board of Regents, State Senior Colleges to a new body to be call.
ed the Board of Regents of East Texas State University; providing for the
creation of a governing board to be appointed by the Governor and confirm.
ed by the Senate with residential limitations as to board members and their
length of term of office; providing for the qualifying of appointees to the
board, and Its organization; providing for the work and activities to be
pursued In said college, and subject to actions of the governing board; pro-
viding all powers, duties, rights, obligations, and functions of the Board of
Regents, State Senior Colleges as these relate to East Texas State Univer.
sity shall be Invested in and/or performed by the Board of Regents of East
Texas State University on the enactment of this bill Into law; providing a
repealing clause; and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
Section 1. The purpose of this Act is to provide that East Texas State

University shall be conducted, operated and maintained under the gen-
eral direction and supervision of a new and separate board of regents
as herein provided.

Sec. 2. The organization, control and management of said university
to be composed of nine members who shall be appointed by the Governor
of Texas and confirmed by the Senate; not more than two members of
said board of regents shall be appointed from or be a resident of any one
state senatorial district, and no member of the said board may be appoint-
ed from or be a resident of the county in which the university is located.
Three members of the first board appointed under this Act shall be desig-
nated by the Governor to serve for two years, three for four years, and
three for six years, and the members appointed thereafter shall serve
for six years. The members of said board shall be removable by the
Governor for inefficiency or malfeasance of office. Any vacancy that
may occur on the board shall be filled for the unexpired term by ap-
pointment of the Governor. Each member of the board shall be required
to take the constitutional oath of office before entering upon the duties
of his office. The first meeting of the board shall be held at a time and
place designated by the Governor. At this meeting the board shall or-
ganize by electing a chairman, and such other officers as it may deem
necessary. Thereafter the chairman will convene the board of regents
to consider any business connected with said university whenever he
deems it expedient. The terms of three members of the board of regents
shall terminate on February 15, 1971; the terms of three members shall
expire on February 15, 1973; the terms of three members shall expire
February 15, 1975. The term of each member's successor shall be for a
period of six years terminating on the anniversary of the expiration date
of each member's term; provided, however, any appointment to fill
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any vacancy shall only be for the remainder of the term. Members of the
board of regents shall serve until their successors are appointed and
qualified.

Sec. 3. On the enactment of this bill into law, the management and
control of the East Texas State University as now vested in the Board of
Regents, State Senior Colleges shall be withdrawn from this board, and
shall be invested in the newly created Board of Regents of East Texas
State University, as provided herein. All powers, duties, rights, proper-
ties, obligations and functions of the Board of Regents, State Senior Col-
leges as these relate to East Texas State University shall be vested in
and/or performed by the Board of Regents of East Texas State University
to be executed and administered by said board under the provisions of
this Act and the laws of Texas.

Sec. 4. The board may accept donations, gifts, grants and endow-
ments for the university to be held in trust and administered by the board
for the purposes and under the directions, limitations and provisions as
may be declared in writing in the donation, gift, grant or endowment, not
inconsistent with the laws of the State of Texas or with the objectives
and proper management of the university.

Sec. 5. The Board of Regents of East Texas State University may
lease any part of its property(ies) to any person(s), partnership(s),
special partnership(s) and any other business association(s) and in-
stitution(s) including governmental entities for the purpose of permitting
the university to develop its resources to the greatest extent feasible while
realizing a maximum economic benefit thereby.

Sec. 6. Wherever any reference to the Board of Regents of the State
Teachers' Colleges insofar as the East Texas State Teachers College is
concerned appears in the Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925, or in any
amendment thereto, or in any Acts heretofore enacted, including the pro-
visions, and all support and benefits provided said college within the
provisions of Article VII, Section 17, of the Constitution of the State of
Texas, such reference shall on the enactment of this bill into law, and
thereafter, mean and apply to the Board of Regents of the East Texas
State University, it being the legislative intent that all powers granted
to the Board of Regents, State Senior Colleges, insofar as the East Texas
State University is concerned, shall be transferred to the Board of Regents
of the East Texas State University.

Sec. 7. The scope of work and activities of the East Texas State
University shall be the same as is now being carried on by the existing
East Texas State University, and for which it is authorized, said work
and activities to be increased or diminished, altered or changed in any
manner deemed by the new governing board to be conducive to the better-
ment of the services offered, or which may be offered, by such institution
to the people of Texas. The board of regents shall have the authority
to award degrees including the baccalaureate, master's and doctoral de-
grees, and their equivalents, but no department, school or degree pro-
gram shall be instituted except with prior approval of the Coordinating
Board, Texas College and University System.

Sec. 8. All laws or parts of laws in conflict with the provisions of this
Act are repealed to the extent of such conflict only.

Sec. 9. The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition
of the calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative
public necessity that the Constitutional Rule requiring bills to be read
on three several days in each house be suspended, and this Rule is here-
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by suspended, and that this Act take effect and be in force from and
after its passage, and it is so enacted.

Passed by the House on March 10, 1969, by a non-record vote; and
that the House concurred in Senate amendments to H. B. No. 242 on
March 17, 1969: Yeas 134, Nays 3 and 1 present not voting; passed
by the Senate, as amended, on March 13, 1969: Yeas 28, Nays 2.

Approved March 20, 1969.
Effective March 20, 1969.

STATE LIBRARY SYSTEM

CHAPTER 24 48

H. B. No. 260

An Act relating to the establishment, operation, and financing of a state library
system consisting of a network of interrelated cooperating library systems
designed to provide adequate library facilities and services to the public;
and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

CHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS
Short title

Section 1. This Act may be cited as the Library Systems Act.
Definitions

Sec. 2. In this Act, unless the context requires a different definition:
(1) "public library" means a library operated by a single public agency

or board that is freely open to all persons under identical conditions and
receives its financial support in whole or in part from public funds;

(2) "Commission" means the Texas State Library and Historical
Commission;

(3) "State Librarian" means the director and librarian of the Texas
State Library;

(4) "library system" means two or more public libraries cooperating
in a system approved by the Commission to improve library service and
to make their resources accessible to all residents of the area which the
member libraries collectively serve;

(5) "state library system" means a network of library systems, inter-
related by contract, for the purpose of organizing library resources
and services for research, information, and recreation to iipprove state-
wide library service and to serve collectively the entire population of the
state;

(6) "major resource system" means a network of library systems at-
tached to a major resource center, consisting of area libraries joined co-
operatively to the major resource center and of community libraries
joined cooperatively to area libraries or directly to the major resource
center;
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